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THE PREDOMINANCE OF 0PTIMI8M.

KcporlcrN fur The Times icoi'dcil faitlifully
yekierday the vicwn of a Iiiirc miiuher of men of
fiffHiiH in this city us to the future outlook of the
city, Ktatc mid nation It may he noted that op-

timism throughout all their atate-metit-

lu other wiinU the men of alT.urs in Hklahoma
ity are very ninth etieournKt.'d. They are confi

tlent that the future will briui; additional luisineHs
and they are starting the new year with renewed
fiieriry, It iiichun that these men have confidence
in the city ami state in which they lie, ami that
ii all that in necessary.

There in oery reason for the encouragement
ahown by thene citizens. They are all prospermia
and it ia easy to see that there is even greater
proKperity in store for them. The city i growing
steadily and greater thing are in proapet t.

From the Htatciuenla niado by the buainens men
it ia learned that Oklahoma City U in far better
condition than almost any other city in the I'uited
State. The amount of Imamo transacted aliow
thia and the steady increase of the bank clearings
elinehea the argument. The buainesa men all point-
ed to iiibfltaiitinl im reaHes in their lines during
the past year, uml that lias been a time wheii there
was general complaint all over the country.

Another pleasing feature of thia prosperity ia
the fact that The Times is also sharing in it and
us the best newspaper in Oklahoma City expects
to share still more This newspaper ii glad to
record the prosperity of any man in Oklahoma
City, whether lie is an advertiser or not, fur its
greatest aim U to sea the whole eity prosper.

IS JOFFRE THE GREAT WAR GENIUS?

There have been predictions that the present
Kuropean war would bring out another great mil-
itary genius, ami indeed it would be atran.e if it
did not, but until recently there has been no imli-- '
cation as to the man upon whom the mantle would
fall.

At ptvscnt some of the army officers
ara said to be declaring that (ieneral Joffre is a
second Mnltke and far superior to every com-- '
inander in the kaiser's ger j,... except (ieneral von
llindenbcrk. the genius who has kept the Kiissiaui
busy during the past few months.

When Joffre was chocn head of the French!
army he was known principally as an engineer of

'

ficer who had seen inncli service in the colonics,
but who had never commanded large forces iu the,
annual maneuvers His Kabian tBcties at 11 time!
when the (icrmaijh were overrunning northern
France like a torrent undoubtedly saved the na-- '
tton from a disaster.

There was no danger of I'afris being upied
after the British came to the support of the French.
Von Kluek turned about just in time to escape be--

ing drawn into a trap. At all trmcs Joffre lias heeu
cool ami resourceful There is nothing about him'
suggesting the dashing officer. He works out his
plan of campaig.i with the same precision that he
would work out a methematieaj problem.

While he lias beau deliberate in his movements
against the (iermana. the fact that he is making1
progress day by day ia sufficient to show that he
ia working along lines designed to enable the j

French eventually to dear France am) Belgium
from the invader. In the event of evacuation he
Intf aAmiii!tti.jli.jf ...:u i . -...n ,nnp, .iniiimiiv win nave reason to rear
the entry of the enemy on her eastern and weateru
Territory.

WORK Or TH1 B0Y8' CORN CLUBS.

The (reneral education board lias a very wido
rtnre of activity. In its latest report it speaks with
enthusiasm of what it railed the hoys' corn tdub
movement. The general board. Bought at one time
to reach adult farmers and did its best to accom-
plish something by direct appeal, but it soon found
that the man long in the bnaineas was nearly hope-'es-s

In the lections of the country in which the
board wai at work.

Bo a flank movement was undertaken and the
mult of having first class men in agriculture wea
fought to he attained by educating the hoys and
(rirk The boyi were persuaded to organise corn
fluba; the jrlrli to undertake vegetable gardening
for out of door interests.

The latest report is devoted to the rorn clubs
leaving the girls' clubs for later treatment, hut the
ahowlng ia something wonderful with respect to
what boya have done In the southern states where
the opportunity haa been occupied.

Priea awarded for the yield on the boya' acre
showed an inrreaae of from seventeen bushels to

ixt.v-tw- in Alabama, an increase from twenty two
to oitjr-uiu- e in Arkansas, an increase from eight

bushels to tlif acre In thirty-eigh- t in Florida. The
(leorgia crop was four limes the average yield on
like lands. Ltniiuiaiia shows nearly Uiree timet an
increase, Mississippi nearly four time. Oklahoma
much mure than doubled tlie yield of neighboring
lands.

It is impossible to praise t"o highly such work
rts remits- - in a large increase of food supplies in
this country without corresponding increase of
freight or of outlay in production The mixture,
as the paiuter said, of bruins' with raw material ia

producing magnificent results in agriculture.

A GOOD TIME TO BRANCH OUT NOW.

Caution ia the sentiment prevailing in business
circles. There is hope, based naturally upon great
orders from abroad, but those ordets do not ex-

tend through the entire range of business and do
not affect mote than a fair percentage of the vari-

ous industries. Some of the bankers in New York,
sending out their weekly reviews, urge that it is
fair to ask if the caution is not going beyond reason
and reaching a stage where it must, react.

That is the way Henry ( lews sizes up condi-

tions at the present time, and there nre ninny other
financiers who nre beginning to think that the
country Ims been ot er cautious. This action has
resulted in causing the depression, to a great ex- -

Icllt.
Hut there are many who t limit that now ia

the right time to reach mit into new ventures.
There are many investments now that are ,pist as
safe as they have ever been and fully as safe as
they will ever be in the future. Many lines of busi-nch- s

are offering new inducements for investors
In the course of time, whether the Kuropean

war ends or if it continues, there must be new ad
justinctits If the man who can see reasoiuiblv
well how things are going tfets in on the ground
floor he will be ready for the rush w hen it comes.
There is no doubt about opportunities being of
fercd right at this tiflie There should be caution,
it is true, but the man who does not show too
much of it is the one who will stand the best
chance of winning and he will also help to bring;
prosperity buck to the country.

A MY8TERI0UB DIPLOMAT TALKS.

The story that comes is dated from London and
is said to have come by way of Oeneva from Vi

cmia. It may be received with mental reservations
as to its accuracy ami t lie mysterious diplomat who
has talked may be of the K. I'hillips Oppenheim
variety, but nevertheless it is interesting.

According to the report the mysterious diplo-
mat in Vienna made the statement that (iermany
bad tricked Austria into the wsr and that now

the time is ripe for making peace. It is said that
this diplomat was a member of the government
until the breaking out of the war, but ia not now
connected with the government in any capacity.
Therefore it is doubtful if be speaks with au-

thority. Ami as his name is not given and aa his
identity is thereby concealed it is impossible to ap-

praise the value of the utterance. He and his story
may be a mere figment of someone's imagination.

As to (iermany tricking Austria into war, per-

sona who have been reading the news right along
hardly can have forgotten that it. was Austria's de-

termination to t itle rough shod over Servia that
produced the situation which resulted in the grand
explosion. Germany is in the position of standing
in shining armor beside her u 11 y in that matter.

Whatever may have gone on under the surface
the outer aspect shows Austria the original sloriti
center ami (iermany adhering to the terma of the
treaty which required the one nation to comu to
the defense of the other if attacked.

Ioes the mysterious Vienna diplomat or the ner-mi- ii

who invented him mean to insinuate that Ger-

many worked the situation to have Austria Mart
the trouble, fearing that if it vvi1- - the other nay
(round the Austrian statesmen wouln take th.
v iew of their treaty obligations Inter announced by
duly, the third member of (he triple allium e, unj

Ms rule of faith and practice?

TROUBLE ON THE NORTHERN BORDER.

Border complications of the Cuited States have
extended so aa to include the northern as well as
the southern frontier of the country, ami the
shooting of two Americans by Canadian militia-
men in the Niagara river is as troublesome an af-

fair as anything has been that has tttkon place at
Naco.

The Americans were shot down without ade-

quate reaaton, us far as the availah' facts-indicate- .

At the worst they were violators of Canadiau
game laws, possibly hunting ducks out of season,
but capital punishment is not legally prescribed
in Canada or any other civilized country for inch
a jninor offense, and even if it were no law puts
the power of summary execution in the hands of
individuals.

Nor is martial law in force in the dominion. The
court are still open in Ontario and offenders
against the country's statutes can be taken before
them for trial and due punishment.

The shooting is simply ineienaable, No doubt
it occurred because the nerves of some of our
neighbors are overstrained by the alarming minora
of a contemplated invasion on the part of Oernian-Americn- n

residents, hut to thoae of us who have
watched the matter from thia side those minors
have been so absurdly unfounded that one rau
have little patience with such an explanation.

There isn't the slightest evidence that (lennan-Ameriean- s

are considering an inroad on Canada,
and fears of such a happening are utterly base-
less. Carried to the extent thev reached in the
Niagara river intiJdent, auch fears react upon the
people who allow themselves to be carried off their
feet and are extremely apt as well to result in
serious complications, unless the other nation in-

volved maintain! high degree of

(Jovernor Harrison of the Philippine islands ad
mils uprisings of the Filipinos. At first he at
tempted to produce the impression that all was
well in his bailiwick, but evidently conditions be
came so much worse that he could tint continue to
do so. Those who have felt the Philippine ialanders
were ready for self government should study the
uprising of the best civilized tribes t s moment
when independence seemed nearer to them than at
any period since 1W8.

Judge Ben comes out of the pool of
oblivion long enough to say that he resents it he- -

cause the Bureau of Municipal Research has bee
investigating his actions. In the stress of the war
uml Belgium a pliKht Judge Lindsey had sunk

ery ueep into uie pool.

MiuMT'iaiTiir IV tvrrn

A orreatxuuiit wants to know If
uewsiniper work doe not afford some
lileaaure, along with the bard labor
that ta ctiuneetetl with It

It itom, Horace, for every now ami
then the iicwmsiist man la pertntttcil
to record the slliclit spliish that l

ma ile when anme one who deterve ll
Koca head first Into the pool.

Aud every now aud then a style of
dresa worn by the women lu put Into;
id otai-ar- and the in an wlm writes
for the iiewMt-r- s ta permitted to
raeord the fact and iheii smile lu a
way thst autlkflea his soul.

Hut the eiithuxlnxtti- - citizen who
starltsl Uih new year wroLg and laud
ed lu front of a uiuuUtj-aU-i ou aivouut

of his enllitiHlakiu should not lie tils
couraged. for tt-j- re are Htlll thr
hundred anil ality four days In with h
ha can Minvo blnwlf.

And tills Is not ei lln the iiIkIus
In which lie will have the oiHsirtuui
ty to go home early and stay awuy
from I he tirl-ch- l Hghla.

ll should he remembered mImo that
tlie iiewspaisT man deprives himself
of it ureal deal of enjoyment at (lines
by not putting In (he pajwi everything
thai In- finds out.

Hut sciirch as he inny, lloruce, tut
will In ter lx n Me (l find woman
who il's'i mil llilul she would have

iu H lai'KO brick liotlae with
pi i ii lie mid HtitoniobilH attii' ltiie'tits
If she htiil married 111 other fellow.

Of course (he cliiimea are u thou-

sand lo line thai aim wouldn't, but that
tloe-- . in. I prevent her from ilreainlurf
thin 'inli things in ! lit have lutuii
trim

lu giving advice to women
h proacher told them to keep on fool-
ing tholr loiNliantls by making them

Islleve they were held lu )us( the
SHitie high eetccm that they were be
fore ttier were mamil.

1st be It from us to offer any "tin
gestlnns on this suhjets;, hut we fear
this preacher la venturing ii(Hn a
subject ulsitit w hich tbe married wotti
en know tar morw than he dts-- a

'I'l I . t .
i ne aupprewseo inngnier inni can is

heard from some ol those In the an
tlleuce would seem (o Indh'ate as
much, anyhow.

Hut o are still charitable enough
to think that when General Xhermaii
made that remnrk shout war he had
refereu.ee to the reitular otitdisir kind
and not to (he more frcmicnt Inter
lilelne strife.

Also If anylKsly Inrentls to offer a
reward for the apprebenaliai of a pes-
simist lu this city there la not much
danger that the money would ever
bsve to lie paid.

Aud the hank ashler who would
srmlt a msn drcesed as s woman to

tske money awsy froru him really
I'lighl to vlsl( an oculist.

Hut the woman who tells her has
hand with brutal frankness that she
Is sorry he didn't marry the other fel

low may be truthful sod all that, but
nolHxty will ever Sicuae her, aft r
they have learneil Hie

'
fact, of being

a Uetlotau.

At the asm time this Is not saying
thst the husband may not be getting,
when he Is told about It. Just wbst Is
coming to hltn.

.Inditing only by what we have en
of It, we think we are going to like
he year UHi very well.

of course It Is young yet and there
Is no wsy of know lug how It w ill turn
out ss It grows older.

Keferetieea to newspsN?r men ss
inn. to shore, ll should he underattsjd.
tit- - not Include those who wear tas-

sels lu tlielr caia

Nor to (he Journalists of the gutter
suls variety wh4 Ideaa of grammar
lead tliasu to refer to "the atorea who
help,"

Hut we'll ace you, of course, at the
hninpiet nest weisY?

Ami laugh while von alisleT
ItiaURD g. QHAVrS.

Winston Churchill, Forty Years Old, Trying
to the of British Navy
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Wlnston Clim-chlll- , lull f an American, lias Just tvlehrated, his fortieth birth-
day. On It t in as head of the inlmtralt.) bss devolved (he defense of the Urlt-Is-

cm pi re lu the greatest war (he world has known. Churchill has ao far
esciissl criticism for iho purl he has played In the insnsKenieiit of (he war,
with the exception of the fnllure of the llrltlidi lo aid the Belgians success
fully wheu Antwerp was under sle.. Hut InlcU Ixrd Kitchener, in whim- -

JuilK-tnen-t the HrllKli line uiihotinihHl ci.nfliietii'e, has slated that tbe
Hrtttsh action In the relijlnii enpltal was tin liniMirlant strategic move which
served Its purpose.

MONEY AND MOVIES.
lUl.'i, by W. W.rnar )

"of course he's her for
her money," came shrilly from hehlud
the big rubber plant in the parlor of

tlm parsonage, where the semi month-- j

ly vsIhI was Istlng held. "Wouldn't
you think she'd know that If she
hadu't that MIHSI which ber father
left her tie kil awsy In bunk Jim
(avwell would tieter have looked at
her?"

"I'd think ao!"
"Why, Klsle llttrnsi is thirty four.

If she is a day, anil getting fuller
oery w.s-k- . Jim's only,
goisl lisiklug mid - liKiklni; for moil
py. He lold my brother a mouth ago
thst if he could raise H.tSSl by nny j

i ins he knew a sh( to put It where
l( would (rebl every year. Anil tlm)
very nelt week 1'lsle went around
wltli that cheap ring"

....... .I... -- in.. ..i.... u...lie.mil mm nniy. giail nnnir.
"Oil, she's is-e-n craty sbmil liini

mI in v we all went to high sclnsil -

tiether. Is that my son whIIIiik? I

slmuhlii t have brotighl him. He's such
a ntilsnnee. Hut his father objts Inr

Maintain Traditions

mmmmmmmmmJ

iV'onrrlglit,

marrying

twentysli

ttiniuolse

lie Pot 11 On Her linger la An
Earnest Wsy.

to taking care of hltn evenings."
Klslt HllptsMl awsy fnmi the other

side of the rubber plant, where she had
atopi-e- d while hunting Jen Otslfrey to
tell her that her son bad awallowed
more pickles that one five year old
stoma cle eould hold without pain.
Now she watched Jen hurry away, and
presently Nell W illiams, a tall, prvlty
blonde, tlie other sisniker, gis! up aud
vthjled across to (lie piano. There was
no silly, clad smile on KMc's plump
faie. IustvMl, It wore a daied, hurt
Usik, ss though the owner were phys
leally wounded. Craiy iilsmt him!
Come to think of It, so she hail been
ever since high si hool days. At least,
she hail always known that he was
(he nuwl desirable of men, Anil when,
a year before, he renewed the old
friendship, drowdng In stv every two
or three weeks, thou every week, then
oftsner. then every Knmlay evenliitf
and Wednesdays ami Krbh.ys. she had
been surprised and glatl. She had
neen Sfttnliiely suqirlmsl, though when
be asked her a nuMdh ago to marrv
hlw.

"I'd like lo be uere every night, old

girl," ho had larlly otiser'ved, looking
around (he small, green walled living
room. Then he just as lastly lit bUt

Ph.
"No one ssld you couldn't," aClalo

hntt lituvhed. Mie was picking up
threads from the fltxir that her mother
had dmpd while sewing earlier In

the evening.
"Well, I'd like to have my smokliK

Jacket along and my old sllts?r," he
. n tin tied, smiling.

' Bring them," she said carelessly.
"And my trunk and lie. ktles. too' "

"Haa your landlady turned you
out ':" she laughed.

"Mav I bring them?" he srslstetl.
' 'iireiy," she lu milled
"All ri.'lit. Three inotiths from tie

da. ''' he askisl. "Aud what stone do
you want In the rlug? I'm out rolling
in dough, so vou can't have a dia-
mond."

"Oh," she said, still thinking thst
lie really meant It. "Id love a tur
Utiolse" she knew that wuuldu t
coat much

'Hie ncit night he brought It and
he put it on her finger In an earnest
way. W.-ll- , ao she had worn a silly,
(.lad smile. She raised her plump
chin hauhttly mm. What If she bad?
She wasn t the only one lu town wno
appreHarisI liliu. Fven Nell looked
at hi in with a gonial glsm-- e that she
itsve to few of the unattached men.
Hut Nell hadn't a penny to her name
ens-p- l the fu a week she earned in
old (irny's general store.

Jim strolled In then. "Hello, El- -

ale!" be greeted. "I stopped for yoo.
Heen having a good timet" The vote
was pleasant, but too suave. At an-

other time Klsle would have giggled
In understanding of that amused
suavity. Jim did not think that
church sociables were places of sasd
recreation. I(1s gray eyes went quls-itcall- y

over tlie groups of women, In
bent clothes and friendly smiles, band-lug- ,

so he wlilsjtered, rake and gisv
alp around with etpial seal.

Hut tonight Elsie didn't smile. Hhe
Itsiked st him solairly. Then her
eyes went scrum tlie room to a mir-
ror, which threw hack her short,
plump figure. The aame mirror re
flected Jim as young ami lithe and
handsome. Klsle sighed.

"Bure," he wlVpered. 'That's the
wsy It affects tue. Let's best It."

Hhe was wlllliut. Put she wss ao
nntalkstlve on the wsy thst Jrhi,
yawned and said sissliiluht at the
vale, pleading an appointment with
'Pom Wilson, Jen's bro(her. Business,
he explained cireleaely. "iM to be a
huKlnees man if 1 take the listd of
iiuilraiioiiy,' he further Joked, aud
swung off.

"I'll see," Klsle aald to herself. "1
will see.'1 And what she meant by
Msdng she proved the ueit dsr. Rite
went down to the bank and drew out
her ftf.ono. Mlralgbl across the street
slu- - walked to snother laink slid In
formed (he essltUr thai she wanted
lo lend It. First Binrhiagc, second,
anything he hisitniiietiiled as safe. H.t
ttsik It iiesttiy. "I've got s place to
drop ii." he said pleasantly. He waa
a friend of her mother's. "And you'll
art gssl Interest."

That il Male said rarrleesly to
Jim as he lomigwtl tn tbe Morris rhslr,
"Md I tell yon. Jim. that my f3,X
la no longer lu the bank."

No." he reviled. "ye didn't. Qm
whlil I'm sorry, I waa just pdna to
aak you to borrow It." There was
real dlsoomfltura In his voice.

Klsle Ml bar heart go down to bar
bora). Hla went on. "And I guavta

I've lat It go If the security ta Be
loud, the luortgnga Is do foodf aha
lekad with a creditable Maaruptien of
dlaiuajr aud Lgtmrauce

"You've about alsad It up," ha re
torfaxl "Bu yotfva luat It "

It was uot ail that laid Us
grtwvtsl look on lilalat iiluluji fsoa.
Mb had lost aouivtblng uwra uracloui
lhao lha money which she was

to hit loat.
"Well," said Jim abstrsctedly, "It's

loo bad.' And than, Ukougb It waa
only 8:15. he rose to go. Another an
inurement with Tom. He kissed her
uwhaulially aa ha left her. 8 he wiped

the iK( on her cheek. Hue Uatened
to his tinlcW. decided ftsxateps s he
timietl the corner. 'ITieu she went to
bed aud cried. "I wish I d sever
found It out I I don't care. 1 with
I'd not tried to 1st sure. 1 wlau I
didn't know."

Hhe did not see htm for three even-
ing. He telephoned that be waa busy.
The oltl cashier telephoned thst the
tiirmey was loaned. He would send
some mint up for her slnsture In a
few days, dale aat at home aad tried
to prctt-s- thst she wss glud that she
had learned lu time And wheu Jim
finally dropiied In she stayed lu ber
tools ami aeut tlown word that aha
had s headache, (iiu-- e before she bad
had s hedscbu, sud he had sent up a
bunch of carnation. Hhe expecttsr
hlui the ueit day, tind by the net
evening she was la a whirlwind of
wrath at herself for that foollati futll
exisH'latlou. tor he sent nothlug but
s Kltte telephone meaaaae.

two evening paaeed before he cams
ngalu. Ultle tat quietly In the living
loom while he swung lu, threw his hat
upon a stand, traeed a hoi of candy
lo her, and dropped into the Morris
t hair with a sigh, "tie: I've dona
some hustling," he eiplalned. "Neref
knew I could htiatlo so fast. How's
the head?" he asked solicitously.

lu spite of herself LUIe'a heart beat
fast. Ti e color flushed Into her fact.
Kven If he were marrying her for her
moony she aliunnt felt that she pre
(erreil Uml lo his not marrying her (it
nil. Ami then a he heraiml herself sa
a silly woman. A silly old woman.
No stlrl would hnve so little pride.

"II rather ituuisd uie that yon
lost i hat money," he etclatmed care- -

s

"Not lrida: Thai's M Lur.--

lessly. "You se 1 knew you'd Just
us sis 'ii let uie bat e It aa not, and I
rather totmtcd on putting It Into S
leal. Hut " he Isstmed at ber. "It's
nil rigb. now. I borrowed W,(si
from the other hank. Home party Just
hsppeitml to leave It (here to be loan-
ed. Ko now Tom and 1 hate got that
moving nloture theater In our own
name. We got at tick for a big price,
but It's worth ll. It's a money maker.

nd now, old girl, we'll get married
right this week before Hie movie quit
being s drawing card and I lose so
much money I won't hsve the nerr
lo aak you. Tills is Thursday "

":soi rriuuy." excitedly said Elsie;
that's had lin k. And so la Haturdsr.

Anil not HuniWy ''

Then nett Tiiesdsy." Jim aalil
firmly.

Dale looked at him with shining
eyes. "I d like." she observed, Irrele-
vantly, "to tell some women soino- -
ihiug "

i

8IDK LK.HTN ON WAR NKW8.

Jews are lu all the annlM ami
are proving theiusclvea to be annmg
the brsvest fighters. There sr now
over 5.000 Jews in the British army.
The casttslty lists disclose wounded
juwisn aoiiuers in many or tbe refl-nwn-

at the front.

Sends' annr Is lu ran umra.hxl
una haven and bsrefisit. Th
department Is no longer able to meet
tbe demands upon It, and In conse-
quence the trtsie are suffering the
sirwimi narosmpa. ins pervian army
has been fighting for three years.

Kusslsn tolerance tnwanl nrUMwra
of wsr Is astonishingly Illustrated at
Roatroms, where a number of Aua--
trlana Interned there hsve been per-
mitted to lease a cinema theater, while
another group of prisoners have form
ed a band whbh plays Csecb. airs In
the' streets.

. i.

In Psrls. ss in nil the Riimmiii
cnidtsls, there see thousands of hun.
gry men. women and chlldrea and
si on sircnens have heen extended all
over the ettv. and bow more than
to.tsai persona, representing as BaSny
fsnilllea. are served dally at an op-
tional cost of J rents.

Rutland's tallest soldier, Private H.
Barter of the Grensdler Ousrris. hss
been woutided while fighting at the
front. When taken to the hospital It
wss found that there waa no cot hi
the wards long enough to aeeammo-dat- e

Hsrter's a feet 10 Inches, Conse
ipieutly the foot bed In be knocked
oft one of tbe beds.

Rnglsnd and derma n slsie have al-

ready tairrowed almost ;l .000.01 Sl.Oon
for the war. Statements by these
governmetila and by the French

Imllcate that the five Mr bel-
ligerents must he spending s naiad

J3(0sMks1 a dev. or at the tana of
alKtit fO.non.oist.ooO a year, There
remain Helglnin. Xervta, Japan and
Tnrtey. We may pretfv safely say
that tlie direct eiendtture la aot asss
Uian 11,000,000,000 a ssowtn.


